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FEUD EXPLORERS

Critics Surprised at Pearys
Branding of Dr

Cook

MAY FORCE SOCIETY-
TO ALTER PLANS

Organization Had Planned Triple
Banquet of Honor

The PearyCook controversy can
not last long It has now readied tho
point whore Dr Cook must present
his daVi It can be safely said that
there are no scientists who doubt
Commander Peary Lay the astron-
omical data of the two men beforeany body of disinterested scientists
and It will require but ashort time
to decide whether one or both mon
hevc discovered the North Pole

This statement by Dr Henry
vice president p tho National

Geographic Society and prominent
local scientist connected with the
Geological Survey may be said to re
flect the prevailing opinion in thoCapitals scientific circles today

Although none of those seen want-
ed to be placed in the attitude of
openly discrediting Dr story
It was readily admitted that thore
existed no disposition on the part ofWashington scientists to disbelieve
Commander Peary

The National Geographic Society
according to Its president Prof WillisI Moore Is in a waiting attitudeThe society does riot propose to become
Involved In the CookPeary controversynot at this juncture anyway

I would not care to comment upontho respective claims of Dr Cook andCommander said Prof MooreThe action taken at tho meeting ofthe board of directors of the societyheld yesterday Indicates our positionWe arc waiting for the two explorersto present their proofs It will then betime to act upon the respective meritsof the data
Genuine Surprise

An exclamation of surprise camo fromevery one to whom was shown thismorning the cablegram from Commander Peary in which ho makes the
to the North Polo

That only interesting but oxciting said O P Austin ofthe Geographic Society and chief ofthe Bureau of Statistics Department ofCommerce and Labor It is impossiblefor us to arrive at any decision untilwe have more data
I rtand by tho action of the societyyesterday You will note that we decided to take no action at this timeupon the respective claims of Dr Cookand Lieutenant 7 eary We oabled Commander Pe ry our congratulations in

discovered the Polo Dr Cook did notcommunicate with the Society andhence no telegram forwarded himBoth men are members of the society
and it will await with Interest a reportof the observation and the detailedstory of the reported discovery

Dr Gannett the mostoutspoken of the scientists who readthe most evident interest everyword cabled on the latest phasepuzzling matter
note message says that fewscientists doubt You ean makeit stronger than that No scientistsPearys story Hi stories of forzner have always beenfound correct and he Is a man whounderstands his business

Doubt Cook
There It as is well known consider-

able doubt in the scientific world here
and elsewhere about Dr Cook In the
absence of positive proof from him and
In the face of his statements that his
Polar records have been left behind in
the care of aiother It seems to me
now that Or Cook must act at once
and prove Ms claims or booome die
credited The world will demand WCould anyone fake astronomicalbearing cut a contentionthat the beei reached DrGannett was asked

It Is for a clever astronomer to do this he A man

able to arecord that on IU face would Indicatethat it had been mau at the Pole itself This would not stead howeverunder the scrutiny Qf men who areversed In such matters and inaccuraciesas to the position of the sun
ical data and Polar conditions would bbound to be

Washington had accepted without Cooks reported discovery Dr Gannett saidtalk more freely amongthemselves than for
no denying the fact however thatin many quarters there exists a dlsposi
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tIn to doubt Dr Cook until he furnishes
the proofs

unanimity with which Capital
seem inclined to

absolutely to anything that Lieutenantsays makes their AtUude as be-
tween the two men all the more in con-
trast

May Change Plans
A member of the National Geograph

ioal Society would not agree exactly
that that organization figuratively
speaking was up In the air anent the
whole North oPlo matter but the fact
that the tentative plans for the annual
dinner at which it was originally plan
nod to have Dr Cook Lieutenant Peary
and Lieutenant Shackleton has been
for the moment sidetracked lends an
additional element of local uncertainty

Most diplomatic was the action taken
by the society at Its special meeting
yesterday Diplomatic also in wording

the cablegram sent to Commander
Poary The word discovered is not
used and a careful perusal of the telo
gram discloses no expression that can
cause the society of taking sides The
formal statement of moating is a
follows

The board of of the Na-
tional Geographical Society today de

no action regard to
honors to Arctic until after
detailed observations and records are
submitted to and passed upon by com-
petent authorities

The society contributed to
the expedition and having re-
ceived a telegram from Commander
Peary his success In reach-
ing the Pole today seat the following
reply

Commander Robert E
Chateau Bay Labrador-

In answer to your telegraphic report
to this society that you have reached
the North Pole the National Geographi

board of today extends toyou its heartiest congratulations onyour great
The message was signed President

Willis and Secretary O P
Austin

S S Gannett topographer for theGeological Survey
ton scientist who believes CommanderPearys attack the Cook story
makes it imperative that Dr Cook
should make public lila proofs at once

The cloud of that was eastover Dr Cooks reported feat in reaching the of Mount McKinleynaturally adds to the atthis time he said on thehand never been doubted and hisstatements are accepted more
It Is going to an interesting controversy

Of Little Importance-
Dr R S Woodward president of

the Carnegie Institution still declines
to accept the theory that the discov-ery of the Polo no matter by whom
accomplished Is of such supreme im-
portance to the real nolnetiflc world
The Pole he says offers no

for research and Its discovery isof advantage mainly to successful explorer and to a and pressdelights In stories of something

Died
September 7IMt 8ARAH C widow rf

b I

Fottensb WM born In
Md eightyfour years ago but cane tothis cUr a child sad has rMldedsince Her occurred Aftera long illness b e well
known In the NortfcMst Mctton of thiscity and was attlliaMd with many charltaM orgMtlaatlons 1 by
on Charts yottanrtn-

HICKKIlSONOn Tuesday 7 IMtat his R tr t
WILLIAM T htMtand vt Florence
Htckenon-

My Hlck non was a mUiv of Rich-
mond Va and wee a m nibr of a
known famUy H came to thiscity about years ago M local manager
of Fruit Oiapttteh Company which po
filUon held until a y r ago when herompaltad to rartsti on account oC HI
health Hi death occurred following an
operation H to Mtrvlrvd by hU and
two children Kalph cad Joke Hick r on
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DWYBR On Monday September c 1908
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northwest Interment private
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unusual He expressed no surprise
when told that t controversy already
had arisen between and Cook
intimating that it was to bogreat interest was displayed today

officials the State and WarDepartments In the dispatch received by
the United Press Commander

branding Dr Cook as-
a fakir They were astonished that Peary would commit himselfso in advance of an examina-
tion of It All regret It that a con-
troversy was Inevitable

a significant fact that the general
sentiment among naval officials is that
both Cook and Peary are correct in theIr
statements and that both renched the
Poll Tie comment is frequently made
that it is unreasonable to that
Dr Cook would risk his reputation
merely for a few days of a few

or a few thousand dollars im-
g he has reliable scientific data upon

wiJch to sustain his claim
To Be Honored

The question of govornmental recog-
nition of Commander Peary exploit
provided he proves his claim of priority-
in the the North Pole Is
now discussed here
the Geographical Society and chief of

Congress may present him with
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medal and it may increase his rank to
that of captain it can not make him
a roar admiral for there is no such
rank In the ClvirEnglneors Corps in
which he holds his commission In ad
dition to these possible honors it in
likely that President Taft and the Sac
rotary of the Navy will commend him
in official letters

Todays startling dispatch from In-
dian Harbor served on the one hand to
clinch the doubts of the few who from
the first had been just a bit dubious
about Cooks alleged discovery and on
the other to confirm in the minds of the
pronounced Peary adherents specially
In tho NaY their bellefe that the
honors should go to him The general
view of the extraordinary situation thus
presented Is however that judgment
should be suspended until a competent

of shall have upon
the claims of the rival explorers
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ARCTIC CLUB PLANS
TO PROTECT COOK

I NEW YORK Sept 8 The executive
Committee of the Arctic Club of Amer-
ica willmeet tonight to owtllao a plan
of campaign to protect their dub man
Dr Cook from the attacks of

Peary
will also arrange details for a

huge dinner to be given to Dr COOK
upon his arrival in New York

LAST TRIBUTES PAID
TO OLDEST CITIZEN

Marlon county will today do honor ro
Joseph Reed oldest citizen whoso
funeral will take place at Boothsvllle
Mr Reed who was ninety two years old
met General Lafayette when he visited
this country as the guest of Albert Gal
latiii of New father of the
American currency system Mr Reed
is survived by his w eightytwo years
old and nine children
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Had Pleasure to Represent
Club at North Pole

Cables Explorer

NEW YORK Sept fi Henry Col-
lins Walsh editor at tho Travel Mag-
azine and secretary of the Explorers
Club of York of which Com-
mander Psary Is the president today
received the following cablegram from
PearyIndian

Harbor via Cape Ray
S

Henry C Walsh
Secretary Explorers Club
H 4 pl a wr to represent IBxplor

ers at North Pole
PAARY

Walsh was told of
cablegram from Commander Psary In
which he urged that Dr Cook be not
taken seriously

He declined commont on
cablegram other than to express

that such a was 1m
minont and to say that both Cook

and he could not take sides

SVERDRUP DEFENDS

ATTITUDE OF COOK
COPENHAGEN Sept S Dr Cook

Is amply prepared to demolish Com
mander Peary at the proper time He
has scientific ammunition with which he
can riddle every accusation that
in his disappointment at not being the
first to reach the Pole may make

This statement was made today by
Cant Otto SVerdruP tho foremost Arc-
tic authority In Denmark Sverdrup has
been a warm defender of Cook from the
first and his or doctors
statements after an examination jof the
data presented by did as
much as any other thing to establish
Dr Cook in the esteem of the Danish
scientists

You consider then that Dr Cook
has proofs to establish his claims be-
yond the question of a doubt Sver
drun was asked

There Is no doubt of It in the worldSverdrup replied He will yet
Peary admit his claims

Sverdrup said Pearys charges involve
either a falsehood or Inex-
cusable ignorance

He f idently saw the wrong Eski-
mos Bt at that I prefer Rsmussens word who said that all the
Eskimos knew that Cook reached the
Pole he said

The reception accorded the explorer at
this meetinc warm and cordial but
the net result of this two hours before
the society It Is believed here will be
to weaken the publics confidence

EXPLORERS CLUB

HEARS FROM PEARY
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you will find a constantly changing assortment of pieces here but prompt choice
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HOTSHOT AT PEARY

Member of Arctic Club Hits
From Shoulder in

His Attack-

NEW YORK Sept 8 Any one
who knows anything of Pearys repu-
tation and character knows him to be
an egotist who would stop at nothing-
to overcome the advantage gained by
an adversary said Capt B S Osboa
of the Arctic Club when asked his
opinion of the controversy between-
Dr Cook and Commander Peary

It is a good thing that Peary Is
making at Ithefft slanderous state-
ments now he continued for it will
bring out all the proofs and evi-
dence and will eventually show him
up in anything but an enviable light

Ube criticisms against Dr Cook are
childish and especially the one censuring
him far not giving out his proofs in
his lecture before the royalty of Den-
mark The only recompense that an
Arctic explorer for his trouble and
expense is the money he makes in his
writings aqd lectures I think he would
be a fool to give out his knowledge
for nothing after he has practically
begarred himself in obtaining it

The socalled scientists who claim
that Cook would not know when he had
discovered the Pole are the silliest of
the crowd It is tho simplest thing in
the world to take observations and
Cook is an expert thatPearys cable advising people not to
believe Cooks assertion shows a re-
markable lack of manliness and Dr
Cooks answer is just the reverse

Anybody conversant with PearyA
that he is an absolute

Czar in tho Polar regions and even the
Eskimos Tear and hate Eskimos
who have once been on an expedition
with him always refuse to go and
he Is always forced to go up with new
menFor twenty years has been
begging from public to finance his
schemes and has ae beggared himself
like Dr Cook No he has not He is
a wealthy man and owns a big estate-
on Islandsays that Cook used his dogs
Nonsense Those dogs dont to
Peary They are trained by the natives
and are for sale to the first man who
offers to buy them

QUITE A FROST
Mrs Peck I dont know what well

do to keep our provisions cool now
Ice is so high we cant afford to takeany more

air Peck Now looky here Mary
just put your stuff In the furnace If
its as cold now as it was last winter
you dont need to worry anything about
the scarcity of Ice Boston
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